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EAIE Workshop: The Bologna Process in 2008: Is Europe reaching its goals?

Fiona Hunter is Director of International Relations at the Universita Carlo Cattaneo-LIUC in
Italy. She obtained her first degree in languages after studying in three universities in Scotland,
Germany and France, an experience that set her on an early international path. She taught
languages at universities first in France and then in Italy where she also ventured into the
yacht charter business. In 1996 she combined her academic and business experience and
developed the international office for the university where she now works. She is currently
studying for a DBA in Higher Education Management. Within the EAIE, she is the President,
member of the Steering Committee and Executive Board.
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Elizabeth Colucci is a project officer at the European University Association working explicitly
on EUA’s external relations. Since launching an official international strategy in 2006, EUA has
dedicated increasing amounts of time and resources on the internationalization agenda of
European universities. In addition to EU funded project management, Elizabeth has
contributed to the Bologna Process working group (‘BFUG’) on the official strategy for
European Higher Education in a Global Setting, launched by the Bologna ministers in London
2007. Prior to EUA, Elizabeth served as a senior officer at the Academic Cooperation
Association (Brussels), and has also worked for the Fulbright Commission to Belgium and
Luxembourg and for the Directorate for Education and Culture (EAC) of the European
Commission. She holds a Master of Science in European politics and governance from the
London School of Economics and completed her Bachelor degree in comparative international
studies and French at Duke University.
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Giancarlo Spinelli is Rector’s Delegate for International Relations at the Politecnico di Milano
University, Italy. He graduated in Nuclear Engineering at the ‘Politecnico di Milano’ University.
He has published widely on relativity and in continuum mechanics. Since 1980 he is full
professor of Rational Mechanics, in 1980 at the Universita degli studi di Padova and since 1981
at the Politecnico di Milano. He was also Vice-Dean of the College of Engineering (1987-1994)
and Pro-Rector for International relations (1990-1994). He has been the President of the
Centre for International Relations during its existence from 1995 to 2003 and reorganised this
sector. In 1997 he was EAIE President. From 2000 to 2004 he served on the Board of
ETS/TOEFL.
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Peter van der Hijden is Deputy Head of the School Education and Higher Education Unit of
the DG Education and Culture of the European Commission. He coordinates the EU
contribution to the Bologna process, in particular as regards quality assurance, credit transfer
(ECTS) and joint degrees. He studied Law at the universities of Nijmegen, Leiden and
Maastricht before becoming a university administrator at the University of Maastricht, where
he worked for ten years. He joined the European Commission in 1991 and, apart from a short
period in the Directorate General responsible for Transport, worked mostly in the field of
higher education. The development of ERASMUS in general, and of quality assurance, joint
degrees and ECTS in particular, has been the focal point of his career.
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John Yopp is Associate Provost for Educational Partnerships and the Appalachian
Mathematics and Science Partnership at the University of Kentucky. He is on the Board of
CIEE and was a member of NAFSA’s Task Force on the Bologna Process. He works with the
EAIE and other European Associations on the Bologna Process and has served on national
boards and committees on international issues for 25 years. He was Vice President for
Graduate and Professional Education at the ETS and Senior Scholar at the Paul Simon Public
Policy Institute and the CGS where he worked with Senator Simon, as Project Director, to
create a briefing book for the Congressional of the Lincoln Fellowship Program for Study
Abroad. He received his baccalaureate from Georgetown University and his PhD in Biology
from the University of Louisville; was professor plant physiology and Associate Vice Chancellor
for Academic Affairs and Graduate Dean at Southern lllinois University.
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